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and always when the Clyfter came away, he got fome 
Water made along with it: This Symptom went off 
on the feventh or eighth Day. He is now perfectly 
well recover’d, following his Bufinefs, and finds no 
Inconvenience from the want of the Part of the Spleen 
which he loft. The Wound through his Arm was 
alfo quickly cured. 


1Y. A Letter from Benjamin Cook, F. R. S. 
to Peter Collinfon, F. R. S; concerning a 
Ball of Sulphur Jbppofed to be generated in 
the Air. 


Newport (.If e-Wight ) July 9.1733. 

TlearSIR, 

T H E great Heats we have lately fuffer’d, were 
ufher’d in by a very gloomy Night of almoft 
continual Lightning, accompanied with very loud 
Claps of Thunder, which, as ufual, were towards the 
Morning follow’d by very heavy Showers of Rain. 
Early next Day, in a Meadow near the Sea-fhore, far 
from any Houfe, and where it has not been known 
that any Improvement has been carried on, a Husband¬ 
man found a beautiful yellow Ball lying on the Turf, 
which he gladly took up, in hopes it would well reward 
him for ftooping. 

But it prov’d to be of Sulphur, of which it fmelt 
uncommonly ftrong. It was frofted, as it were, all 
over with an Eflorefcence of fine, fhining, yellowifh 
Cryftals, which foon fell off with the lighted Touch. 

It 
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It has on one Side, a deep Hole A, (fee Tap. I. 
Fig. 2. ) admitting the End of a middle-fiz’d Knitting- 
needle, and on the oppofite Side a deep Deprellion B ; 
which would induce one almoft to think its Form had 
been at firft nearly Spheroidal, form’d by a Revolution 
round a fuppos’d Axis drawn from A to B. It has 
feveral other Holes fcatter’d irregularly up and down 
its whole. Surface, fome fit to admit a Hog’s Brittle, 
others a Hair; as if it had been made of a fine Powder, 
and fome thin Liquid, and after mixing had fuffer’d 
fome Fermentation; but thofe Parts of it which are 
folid, feem more compaft than thofe of the common 
roll Brimftone of the Shops, and the Powder of it 
burns with a whiter Flame, and lefs acid Fumes. Its 
longeft Diameter is betwixt eight and nine, and its 
fhorteft betwixt fix and feven Tenths of an Inch; its 
Weight is 108 Grains. To fave more Words, I have 
roughly defcribed two Sides, one of which has the Hole 
A, the other the Deprellion B. 

We find frequent Mention in the Defcription of 
Thunder Storms in hot Climates, that there falls often 
a flaming bituminous Matter to the Ground, which 
fometimes burns not to be foon extinguilh’d, but more 
frequently Ipatters into an infinite Number of fiery 
Sparks, doing incredible Damage where they ftrike, 
always attended with a fulphureous fuffocating Smell, 
commonly, compar’d to that of Gunpowder. 

Whether this fulphureous Ball was intended for one 
of thefe, but by fome Accident mifs’d firing, it is now 
time to confider. 

Had it been form'd in the Earth, how fhould it get 
to the Surface, without lofing that moft elegant frofty 
covering of fine fhining Cryftals, and appear not in the 

leaft 
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leaft fullied, or its Pores fill’d with Earth, or other 
terreftial Matter; on the contrary, not the leaft 
Adhefion of any thing of that kind can be obferv’d: 
Befides, Briraftone made the ordinary way, feems to 
have a different Texture of its internal Parts from this 
Ball. From thefe Obfervations 1 am ready to con¬ 
clude it not form’d in the Earth; but however fubmit 
it to the Determination of the Curious, and am 

Tour mo ft obliged Servant , 

Benj. Cooke. 


V. An Account of a Book tntitled , Obferva- 
tiones de Aere & Morbis epidemicis, ab 
Anno 1718, ad finem Anni 1737, Ply- 
muthi fa&ae. His accedit Opufculum de 
Morbo Colico Danitionienfi. Au&ore Jo¬ 
anne Huxham, M. D. R. S. S. Londini, 
apud S. Auften, 1757, 8 °. ‘Drawn up 
by Thomas Stack, M. D. F. R. S. 

T HIS Treatife of Epidemicks (in my humble 
Opinion the beft by far of any of this kind 
wrote by the Moderns) is ufher’d in by a large and 
learned Difcourfe by way of Prolegomena ; wherein 
the worthy Author confiders the various Properties 
of the Air, with its Effects on living Bodies both in 
Health and Sicknefs; and then delcribes the Method 
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